
1968/10/09 


- V ’FORMATION 

The White House Ca 7 

-7- ^ASKINQTON 

VAN/PL US 

Wednesday, October 9, 1968 

1*13 D* TTl \ 


p.m. ^ 


5? 


Mr. President: 


Herewith the tea on the tea break. 
passages. 1 "^ reading f ° r mderl “ed 

with H 2oi m . 0i lut 0 s r tni°uTtt S i y bUSilless yet 

inconclusive. 
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FROM HARRIMAN AND VANCE 

1. L»e Due Tho, Xuan Thuy and Lau joined us during the tea break, which 
lasted about 30 minutes. 

2. After a few minutes of non-substantive conversation, they said they would 
like to hear about Vance 1 s visit to the United States. 


3. We said that Vance had returned directly to Washington where he met 
with the President and subsequently with Secretary Rusk. 

4. We said Vance had reported on the various matters which have been 
discussed in our private meetings here in Paris. 

5. In accordance with understanding between Vance and Secretary Rusk 

to hammer first on issue of GVN representation, we followed the outline Vance 
had worked out with Secretary Rusk. 

6. We said we could confirm as a result of Vance 1 s conversations in the US, 

that the issue of the inclusion of GVN in the negotiations which would follow a ■: | 

cessation of-bombing was - utterly indlapensible.i' j 

7. We said that each of us recognizes that the other has strong views on this 
matter. But the question is not whether the two sides like each other, but 
rather whether they are prepared to sit down together and talk about how to 
make peace* 

8. We said we had already opened the door by agreeing to have the NLF or 
anyone else the DRV wishes on their side* JWe have made it clear t h at.it is 
indispensible that the GVN participate on our aide* 

9. We said it was up to the DRV now to understand the re£E.ties of the 
situation. We added that all the crises that we have known about in recent 
years have been resolved by contact between the parties. We saw no reason 
why this situation should be any different from all the others. 

10. We said we would like to know whether they had anything new to say on 
this subject. 

11. Thuy said that we did not have enough.time to discuss this subject at the 

tea-break and suggested a private-meeting. Tho then said, "If you want to discuss 
this matter further we are prepared to do so. " He added that speaking in the 
Majestic would not be convenient — gesturing toward the walTs nncL.ceili^g» 
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Thuy said in this connection the 


position of the two sides are clear but since 



“discus s 


^jjjn to do so.’^ Tho concluded by saying "that what 





thatthe•> DRY^has - auch.an^ 



12. We then fixed the time and place of the meeting for Friday at 9:30 am 

^^pur^ouae^the: one..the. agency has hired.for ua), 

13. We then gave Thuy a memorandum concerning Christmas packages 
for the captured pilots. Thuy said they would study it and give us their 
comments later. 
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